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I. RESUMEN

COMPARACION DE DOS METODOS DE EVALUACION DE CONDICION
CORPORAL EN CABALLOS RAZA CHILENA ADULTOS

COMPARISON OF TWO METHODS OF EVALUATION OF BODY CONDITION
ON CHILEAN BREED HORSES ADULTS

El objetivo de este estudio fue comparar el indice de condicidon corporal de Potter
(ICC) con el sistema de evaluacion de condicion corporal de Henneke (CC) en
caballos raza chilena adultos. Se evaluaron 50 caballos raza chilena adultos (24
hembras; 11 machos enteros y 15 machos castrados). En cada uno se midié en
centimetros la alzada (A), perimetro abdominal (PA), perimetro toracico (PT) y
perimetro del cuello (PC) para calcular el ICC. Ademas se estimd la condicion
corporal segun Henneke. Las medidas promedio fueron: A: 137,2+2,6; PC:
95,7+7,5; PT: 173+2,0; PA: 187,2+1,8. Para estimar si habian diferencias
significativas entre las mediciones corporales de hembras, machos enteros y
castrados, se utilizd analisis de varianza con el programa InfoStat®. Solo se
encontraron diferencias de A y PC entre sexos, siendo ambas medidas mayores
en machos enteros. El ICC fue de 7,5+0,1. La CC fue de 5,12+0,12. Para
establecer si habia correlacion entre CC e ICC, se utilizd el coeficiente de
correlacion lineal de Pearson. Se encontr6 una baja correlacion (r=0,42; p-
valor=0,002) entre CC e ICC. Los resultados sugieren no utilizar ICC en caballos
raza chilena para estimar la CC, debido a la variabilidad de las medidas corporales
utilizada por el ICC.
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IIl. SUMMARY

COMPARISON OF TWO METHODS OF EVALUATION OF BODY CONDITION
ON CHILEAN BREED HORSES ADULTS

The objective of this study was to compare the Potter body condition index (BCI)
with the Henneke body condition assessment system (BCAS) on mature Chilean
Breed horses. Fifty Chilean Breed horses were evaluated (24 mares, 11 stallions
and 15 geldings). For everyone, height (H), abdominal perimeter (AP), thoracic
perimeter (TP) and neck perimeter (NP) were measured to calculate the BCI. In
addition, the body condition was estimated according to Henneke. The average
measures (xSD) were: H: 137.2+2.6; NP: 95.7+£7.5; TP: 173+£2.0; AP: 187.2+1.8.
To estimate if there were significant differences between body measurements of
females, whole and castrated males, analysis of variance was used with the
InfoStat® program. Only differences of H and NP between sexes were found, both
measures being higher in stallions. The BCl was 7.5+0.1. The BCAS was 5.12-
0.12. To establish whether there was a correlation between BCAS and BCI, the
Pearson linear correlation coefficient was used. A low correlation was found
(r=0.42, p-value=0.002) between BCAS and BCI. The results suggest not to use
ICC in horses Chilean race to estimate the CC, due to the variability of the corporal

measures used by the ICC.
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